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Chapter Trans 6

FEDERAL RURAL AND SMALL URBAN AREA
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE

PROGRAM
Trans 6.01 Purpose and scope of rule Trans 6,08 Capital grants to small urban
Trans 6.02 Definitions areas -
Trans 8,03 Federal share of project costs Trans 6.03 Application for federal aids
Trans 6.05 Distribution of federal aids Trans 6.10 Reporting requirements
Trans 6.068 Operating grants to small ur- Trans 6,11 Labor protection require-
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‘Trans 6.07 Grants to rural areas

Note: Chapter Trans 6 was created by emergency rule e.ffective April 17, 1678,

Trans 6,01 Purpose and scope of rule, The purpose of this chapter
is to préﬂcribe the department of transportation’s administrative inter-
pretationtof s. 85,23, Stats., and to presecribe the administrative policies
and procedures for implementing the federal program for public trans-
portation projects in areas other than urbanized. This program is autho-
rized by Section 18 of the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as
amended. The goals of this program are to en{:ance access of people in
non-urbanized areas for purposes such as health care; shopping, educa-
tion, recreation, public services, and employment by encouraging the
maintenance, development, improvement, and use of public transporta-
tion services. By federal definition, “areas other than urbanized” in-
clude small urban and rural areas,

Hiatory: Cr. Register, May, 1980, No. 293, eff. 8-1-80; am. Register, July, 1982, No, 319, eff.
8.1-82. -

Trans 6.02 Definitions. (1) “Eligible applicants” are ‘local public
bodies and private transportation providers and Indian reservations.

(2)_“Local public hodies™ are counties, cities, villages; and towns or
agencies thereof,

(8) “Private transportation providers” are privately owned (for-
profit or nonprofit) organizations that operate an eligible public trans-
portation service. '

(4) “Tligible public transportation service” means a public transpor-
tation service operating or designed to operate in non-urhanized areas.
For calendar year 1982 only, eligible public transportation service shall
include public transportation services provided in the 5 urban areas
newly designated as “urbanized” by virtue of the 1980 federal census.
These five urban areas are: Beloit, Eau Claire, Janesville, Sheboygan
and Wausau.

(5) “Public transportation service” means a passenger fransportation
service provided to the general public on a regular and continuing basis
by a public agency or private firm. Passenger fares must be collected for
the service in accordance with established tariff schedules. The trans-
portation service may be provided by bus, rail, shared-ride taxicab, or
other conveyance. The service may constitute an entire public transit
system or may be an individual route or a segment of a route provided by
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a common carrier of passengers, The service must be regulated by the
state transportation commission under ch. 194, Stats. unless exempt
from such reguiatlon under s, 85.20 (b) ; Stats., or under ch. 194, Stats. A
transportation service provided exluswely for a subgroup of the general
public is not considered to be a publlc transportatlon service’ for pur-
poses of this chaptér, © L

(6) “Urbanized area” means those ateas of the state S0 defmed by the
U.S. bureau of the census. '

(7} “Operating project cost” means the difference bhetween the costs
of operating an elaglbie public transportation service and the revenues
derived therefrom, User subsnd!es, such as fransportation stamps and
tl}le like, are not consxdered to be “operating costs” for purposes of this
chapter,

(8) “Capital project cost” means the cost of acquisition, constructlon,
reconstructwn, and 1mprovement of facilities, vehicles, and equtpment
for use in the provision of an eligible public transporiaticn service. -

History: Cr. Register, May, 1980 'No. 293 off, 6-1-80; am. (4) am‘l {6), Reglater, July.
1982, No, 319 eff, 8.1.82. *°

Trans 6 03 I‘ederaI share of pro;ect costs, (1} The federal share of
operating project costs shall not exceed 50% of such costs. The depart-
ment shall determine the types of costs that are eligible for federal reim-
bursement in accordance with generally accepted accounting prineiples
and practices and with applicable federal guidelines. The department
shall also establish-the official projections of ellglble operating costs for
purposes of allocating federal aids. ey

(2) The federal share of capital project costs shall not exceed 80% of
such costs, The department shall (!letermme the types of costs that are
eligible for federal reimbursement in accordance with apphcable federal
guidelines. The department shall also establish the appropriateness of
each capital expenditure in accordance with generally accepted plaxn-
ning practices. The department shall also establish the official projec-
tions of eligible capital costs for purposes of allocating federal aids,

History: Cr, Register, May, 1980, No 293, off, 6-1-80; am. (1), Register, July, 1982 No.
319, eff. 8-1.82. . . .

" Trans 6.04 Mamtenance of effort,

}Iistory Cr. Reglster, Mny, 1980, No, 293, eff. 8-1- 80; r. Regxstar, July; 1982 No 318, eff.
8-1-82.°

Trans 6.05 Dlstributmn of federal aids. (1) The state s annual ap-
portionment of Section 18 funds will be distributed as follows:

(a) Up to 10% will be reserved by the department for administrative
and technical assistance purposes. Such technical assistance may in-
clude project planning, program development, management develop-
ment, coordination of public transportation programs and such reseach
as the department may deem appropriate to promote effective means of
delivering public transportation services in areas other than urbanized
areas.

(b} One-half of the funds not otherwise reserved for par. (a) will he
reserved for grants to eligible applicants tt it also qualify for state aids
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under s. 85.20, Stats. Funds reserved under this subsection will be ex-
pended in accordance with the criteria set forth under s. Trans 6.06.

{c) One-half of the funds not ctherwise reserved for par. (a) will be
reserved for grants to eligible applicants that do not qualify for state
aids under s. 85.20, Stats. F'unds reserved under this subsection will be
expended in accordance with criteria set forth under s. Trans 6.07.

{2} Any uncommitted balance of the state’s annual apportionment of
Section 18 funds from a preceding project year or any unexpended hal-
ance from previous obligations shall be divided equally between the 2
grant categories defined in ss. Trans 6,06 and 6.07.

History: Cr, Register, May, 1980, No. 293, eff. 6-1-80; am. Register, July, 1982, No. 319, eff.
8-1-82,

Trans 6.06 Operating grants to small urban areas. (1) Subject to
the limitations set forth in s. Trans 6.03 (1}, the funds available in s,
Trans 6.05 (1) (b) shall be allocated among eligible applicants that also
qualify for state aids under s, 86.20, Stats., in proportion to each appli-
cant’s share of the projected operating project costs of all a}])Bplications.
Projected operating project costs for the cities of Janesville, Beloit, Hau
Claire, Wausau and Sheboygan shall be limited, for purposes of this atlo-
cation, to not more than one-half of the projected operating project costs
for:ecalendar 1982 for their respective transit systems.

(2) If the funds reserved for grants under this section exceed the
amounts applied for, such balances shall be made available to small ur-
ban areas for capital grants under s, Trans 6,08, S

History: Cr. Register, May, 1980, No. 293, eff, 6-1-80; r. and recr. Register, July, 1982, Ne.
319, eff, 8-1-82.

Trans 6,07 Grants to rural areas, (1) The department shall catego-
rize all applications received from eligible applicants that do not also
qualify for state aids under s. 85,20, Stats., according to the following
rank order of priority until the funds available under s. Trans 6.05 (1)
(¢) are committed:

(a) Operating, or capital, or both operating and capital projects for
services to Indian reservations; _

(b} Operating projects for services that existed as of July 1, 1979;

{c) Operating projects for the second and subsequent years of opera-
tion for services initiated under par. (f);

(d) Capital projects for services that existed as of July 1, 1979;

(e) Cépitai projects for the second and subsequent years of operation
for services initiated under par. (f);

{f} Operating projects, capital projects, or both, to initiate services
that did not exist as of July 1, 1979, and that do not serve an Indian
reservation,

" (2) If available funds are not sufficient to fund all applications within
a given category, then the department shall, after consultation with the
applicants, reduce the scope or timing of proposed projects within that
category to fit available funding. '

Register, July, 1982, No. 319
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(3) If the funds reserved for grants under this section exceed the
amounts applied for, such balances shall be made available to small ur-
ban areas for capital grants under s. Trans 6.08.

History: Cr. Register, May, 1980, No. 203, off. §-1-80; am. (1} {intro.), Register, July,
1982, No, 319, off. 8-1-82. )

Trans 6.08 Capital grants to small urban areas, (1) Any uncom-
mitted balance of funds under ss. Trans 6.06 and 6.07 shall be made
available for capital grants to eligible applicants that also qualify for
state aids under s. 85,20, Stats. '

(2} The department shall award capital grants to small urban areas
according to the following rank order of priority until all available funds
are committed:

(a) Projects to initiate a public transportation service within an urban
area not having such services; '

(b} Projects to replace vehicles operated by existing systems;

{c) Projects to replace maintenance and storage facilities of existing
systems;

{(d) Projects to expand the number of vehicles operated by existing
systems;

(e} Projects to expand and rehabilitate maintenance and storage fa-
cilities of existing systems; and

{f) Projects to purchase and install passenger amenities for existing
systems such as shelters, bus stop signs and the like.

(3} If available funds are not sufficient to fund all applications within
a given category, then the department shall, after consultation with the
applicants, reduce the scope or timing of proposed projects within that
category to fit available funding.

{4) If the funds available for grants under this section exceed the
amounts applied for, such balances shall be distributed in accordance
with s. Trans 6.05 (2). :

Hiatory: Cr. Register, May, 1980, No. 293, eff. 6-1-80; am. (1}, Register, July, 1932, No.
319, eff. 8-1.82.

Trans 6.09 Application for federal aids. (1) Eligible applicants
may apply to the department for Section 18 funds. If more than one local
public bedy will financially participate in the project, one such body
should submit a single application on behalf of all. In such cases, the
federal aids received shall be allocated among all local public bodies in
proportion to each one’s share of eligible project costs.

{2) Applications shall be submitted to the department no later than
December 1 of the year immediately preceeding the project year. Appli-
cants may request up to a 30-day extension of this date and the depart-
ment may grant such requests. No applicaticn received after January 1
of the project year shall be funded unless the secretary of fransportation
determines that a later date is appropriate in order to properly respond
to an emergency situation.

Register, July, 1982, Ne. 319
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{3) For the purposes of this chapter, a “project year” is defined to bea
calendar year. The assisted transit services may be operated for less
than a calendar year.

(4) Applications shall be made in a manner and form prescribed by
the department in accordance with governing federal regulations.

{5) The applicant shall submit the original of its application to the
appropriate transportation distriet office of the department.

(6) An applicant shall submit a copy of its application for review and
comment purposes to the appropriate regional planning commission, to
the appropriate area agency on aging, and to the appropriate depart-
meitt of health and social services’ division of community services’ re-
gional office. In order to be considered hy the department, comments by
such agencies must be submitted to the department’s appropriate trans-
portation district office within 45 days following the submission of the
application to the department. The department shall give appropriate
consideration to the review comments of such agencies.

{7) The department reserves the right to reject applications for the
following reasons:

{(a) The proposed project is not consistent with the intent of the Sec-
tion 18 program;

(b) The lack of federal funds;
(¢) The application is incomplete;

(d) The proposed project is not effective and efficient when compared
to projects of a similar type using such measures as the ratio of operating
revenues to operating expenses, passengers per mile of service, operating
expenses per passenger, and passengers per population served.

History: Cr. Register, May, 1980, No. 293, eff. 6-1-80; r. and recr. (4) and (5), Register,
July, 1881, No. 307, eff. 8-1-81.

Trans 6.10 Reporting requirements, All grant recipients are re-
quired to maintain books and records as required by the departinent
and to make periodic and special reports to the department as required
by the department or by governing federal regulations.

History: Cr. Register, May, 1980, No, 293, eff. 6-1-80.

Trans 6.11 Labor protection requirements, Each eligible appli-
cant, through formal resolution by its governing body, must assume all
responsibility and labhility for all laber protection requirements im-
posed by the federal government to implement Section 13 {c} of the
Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended. The department
shall not fund any applicant that fails to comply with this section.

History: Cr. Register, May, 1980, No. 293, eff, 6-1-80.
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